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A TRIUNE, RELATIONAL GOD
I. God as Relational
A. Before time as we understand it began; before angels and the four living creatures were created, there was a triune God, Father, Son, & Holy Spirit, who lived and existed as One, yet in triune relationship.
B. At the heart of God’s very nature is relationship.

C. Our God is a triune, relational God

D. Even when Jesus stepped out of heaven and onto earth, being born of a virgin, he lived and existed in relationship.  He was the oldest of several siblings, dedicated to his family, living in relationship with them.

E. When the time came for ministry to begin, He did not believe in being isolated or independent.

1. Rather, he gathered 12 to follow him, and 3 in particular, Peter, James, & John, who would become his constant companions.  He even asked these three to join him in his agony in the Garden where he sweated blood and cried out to the Father before His death on the cross.
F. Though Jesus took on human flesh, He was still God, still made for relationship.

G. This is what made the cross so difficult.  Almost all had abandoned him (His mother, Mary of Magdalene, & John, the disciple whom He loved, still found themselves before the cross), but he was to never feel another hug or embrace this side of the cross.  And to make it worse, the Father placed all the sin of the world upon Him, and at that moment, His own Father & the Spirit of Holiness, had to turn away their face from Him, causing Him to scream and cry out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me.” (Matthew 27:46).

H. This relational God, was now alone, separated from all relationship.

I. Why would He do this?  Why would He willingly go through this?  For the joy set before Him.

1. “Jesus, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame.” – Hebrews 12:2
2. God is so relational that He would be willing to go to the extreme to ensure that His creation could be restored to right relationship with Himself and to one another.

3. After all, just as our Triune God, we were made for relationship.

II. Made in the image of God

A. When God began to consider His newest creation, the crown jewel of creation, there was only one nature that would be suitable.

1. “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness…God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created Him; male and female He created them.”
 – Genesis 1:26a, 27

2. Therefore, as we have been made in the image of God, we are made to be relational as He is.
3. Made to be in relationship with God and to be in relationship with one another.

4. It was only sin that distorted this.  In sin, Adam & Eve were separated from God and also their own relationship was affected.  They went and hid, not only from God, but from one another.

5. However, Christ’s shed blood on the cross, made it possible for us to once again enter into relationship with God, thus also being able to have restored relationship with one another.

a. At age 17, I came into a relationship with God, and for the first time in my life, I had true friends who really cared for one another.

b. Several friends like David, Brad, Adam, & Will became life-long friends
c. Then in college Dustin became as a Jonathan in my life

d. And of course this led to my meeting Melanie, whom I married, and who is my best friend.

e. I dare to say that no bond holds a relationship together, whether between us and God, or us & our friends, or marriage like God does.

f. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 “Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!  Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone?  Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. (NIV)
6. Many times we have discussed our relationship with God, but for the next month, I would like to look at what God intends for our relationship with our brothers and sisters in the Lord to look like

III. Temple Meeting & House-to-House

A. In Acts 2, thousands come to know the Lord.  They repented of their sins, received forgiveness, were washed by the blood, regenerated through the Holy Spirit, and stood in a right relationship with God.  He became Father, they were His children.  Jesus became their Savior, Lord, and elder brother.  The Holy Spirit came and dwelled in them and testified to their spirit that they indeed were children of God.

B. The key is to understand what they did next

C. Acts 2:42-43, 46-47

1. There are three key places we find these new disciples of Christ

a. v.43 – Market place

b. v. 46 – Temple

c. v. 46 – In houses

D. In the market place, they lived missional lives, proclaiming the gospel of the Kingdom with boldness, with signs and wonders following them and they were able to see the Lord add to their number day by day.

E. But there were two places that they gathered together to praise and worship God, hear the Word of the Lord, and pray: the temple & the houses.

F. The temple can be likened to our Sunday morning or Wednesday night corporate gatherings.  We are able to have a certain level of relationship as we praise together, pray together, and hear the Word of God preached together.  And this is good.
G. However, there is a level of relationship that God longs for us to be part of that can only happen in a smaller group.

H. Remember, Jesus had the large gatherings in the temple and in the places people gathered to hear Him teach or to receive healing.

I. However, Jesus always removed Himself from these places at a certain point to again be with just the 12 or just the 3.
J. In the same way, we will always need the “temple” gathering, but we are in desperate need for the smaller gathering.

K. For it is in this place that, just as the 12, we are not only made disciples, but we are made disciple makers.

L. This is why we will be starting small groups the week after Labor Day.

IV. Benefit of Small Groups
A. Christian life is best lived in relationship with a smaller fellowship for the purposes of not only being discipled, but also being made into disciple makers, which we will discuss in the weeks to come.

B. Acts 2:42 tells us what these small groups look like.

1. “They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”
C. The key is fellowship = koinania.
1. Koinania – An intimate fellowship & relationship.  This is more than casual relationship.  This is being invested in one another’s lives.
2.   Thus, in this smaller fellowship, we study the Word of God together, pray together, confess our sins to one another, laugh together, cry together, rejoice together, make it through the hard times together, pursue Jesus together, and do the works of Jesus together.

3. In fact, all of this is essential in our relationship with God.

4. Hebrews even tells us that apart from the assembly, we are highly likely to fall back into sin, falling away from God and others.

D. Hebrews 10:19-25

1. Notice the connection between our intimate relationship with God and our koinania with our fellow brothers and sisters in the Lord.

2. Assembly = Huddle; this is the small gathering

E. I was in a small group from point one of being saved at 17 all the way through college and even for the first couple years that I was here in Newnan.  And since starting New Life, the elders have been my “huddle,”
Though I still also meet with a couple of pastors on an almost weekly basis.

F. The small groups were life changing.  They were life giving.  They were life sustaining.

G. It was in the small group at Pete Stone’s house my senior year of high school that as a newborn Christian, I was given an example of how to pursue the Lord, how to pray, how to study the Word, and how to flow in ministry.  But it was not just an example, it was also a group of young men that I pursued God, and these things of the Kingdom, with. 
H. Pete taught us that each one of us could change the world for God’s Kingdom.  That the Holy Spirit was in us and upon us to empower us to do everything that God had in store for us.  He taught us then that we could be history makers.  I still believe it.  And I believe that I will change history.

I. 14 years later, this group still had an impact on me over the past two months.

J. Pete Stone came to my Grandad’s funeral.  My granddad had actually been the small group leader of a bible study that Pete had been part of at one time.  So Pete was coming to pay respects to a man of God who had impacted his life for the sake of the Kingdom, while also coming to support this man’s grandson, whom Pete had become a spiritual father to.

K. At the graveside, I closed with prayer and went and shook the hands of my father and his brothers and sisters.  As I shook the last hand, I stepped out of the tent and there standing was Pete Stone.  He embraced me and let me cry and grieve on his shoulder for as long as wanted.  He then ate lunch with me in the following days to not only catch up, but to allow me to have space to continue my grieving process while he was able to tell me stories about my granddad that I had never heard.

L. This is the type of relationship we were meant for.  This is the type of relationship that can be birthed out of a small group.

M. My prayer is that our small groups would not just be a place of intellectual learning, but rather be a place where we can be real, confess our sins, be held accountable, learn to pray together, learn to what it really means when Paul says in Ephesians 3, “Being rooted and grounded in love, may [you] be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.”
