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NO MORE SPECTATORS
I. From Event to Relationship
A. Conference Junkie – going from service to service, conference to conference, event to event.
1. Examples of when I was in college:
a. Morningstar

b. IHOP-KC

c. Holy Spirit Conf w/Rick Bonfim Ministries
d. Brazil

2. In other words, I was fully engaged in event/spectator Christianity at its best.

3. Fortunately, I was also heavily involved in a small group of people who I love, was held accountable by, and were in a close relationship with.

4. So though engaged in event/spectator Christianity, I was also part of relational/discipleship Christianity.

5. Events have their place: From Sunday morning, to cooperate prayer, to seminars (Dr. Jay Zinn is coming here for a seminar in November).

6. However, we cannot live out our Christian lives solely going from event to event, as unfortunately too many Christians have done.

a. I even had one friend in college who was part of at least 5 bible studies/wk, as well as attending a few large services/week.

b. He was convinced this was making him a better Christian.

c. Unfortunately, he was not invested in any of them in any kind of intimate, relational way.

d. He was getting “fat” with knowledge, but was not pouring out his life to anyone or living the Christian life with anyone in any real way.

7. We have to have the larger “temple” gatherings, but we must remain engaged in a relational Christianity.

8. As we discussed last week, God is a triune, relational God who made us in His image & likeness, thus we were created to live in relationship with Him and with others.

9. The Christian life is best lived out in relationship.  True, koinania – living our life invested in the lives of others.
II. Event & Spectator Christianity

A. What is the problem with event Christianity?
1. The problem is that it creates spectators.

B. What is the problem with just being a spectator?

1. As a spectator, you can be saved and go to heaven.  But you will never do much for the Kingdom, or the King.  And you will never live the fully satisfying life of living out a full life in knowing your identity and calling in Christ.
2. As Mark Nysewander stated in his book, No More Spectators, “The best spectator…will never experience the fullness of what Jesus intended for us when He call us to be disciples” (18).

C. In essence, the problem with event Christianity is that it produces spectators and not disciples.
D. We gather on Sunday mornings to celebrate the greatness of our God in praise and worship.

E. We gather on Wed nights to pray and intercede for one another & for our community

F. We host seminars, like with Jay Zinn & Rick Bonfim, for our equipping (which is biblical according to Eph. 4:11-12).

G. However, in each of these places, true discipleship is not happening.

H. True discipleship happens in relationship.

I. “God saved us to be a fellowship of disciple-makers not an audience of spectators” (Nysewander, 18).
III. Relational & Discipleship Christianity
A. Relational Christianity, such as is found in small groups, creates disciples, not spectators.

B. You see, Jesus commanded his followers to make disciples, not spectators.
1. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” 

- Matthew 28:19a
2. Because, you see, disciples are participants with Christ in His Kingdom, not merely spectators watching everyone else do the work

C. Defining Disciple

1. Disciple literally means, “a learner; a pupil”

2. However, Jesus understood it as more than just one gathering information, but rather discipleship was all about following Christ

3. “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.” - Matthew 16:24

D. This following of Christ will manifest itself in two areas:

1. Abiding in Christ/loving God

2. Loving Others

· Ultimately, a disciple is one who is so madly in love with Jesus that he will follow Jesus anywhere.  A disciple is so overcome by Jesus’ love and passion for him, that he will gladly follow the Lord.  A disciple lives his life to love the Lord and to love others as himself.  A disciple sees giving up everything a small thing compared to what Christ sacrificed for him.  A disciple sees the Word, prayer, worship, fasting, and fellowship as means to be with the one He loves and to discover new aspects and attributes about the one he loves.  A disciple loves others - family, friend, co-worker, stranger, poor, and enemy - because Christ loved him even when he did not deserve it.  In essence, a disciple follows Christ because he has fallen in love with Christ.

E. Disciples are made in the context of relational small groups

1. Remember, Jesus chose 12 to follow Him, and 3 (Peter, James, & John) to be His disciples.

a. Mark 3:13-15

· Be with Him (relationship begins with being: being with Christ and being with fellow believers)
· He could send them out to preach (from the place of being, we are sent out)
· Have authority to cast out the demons (we are sent out with authority – the authority of a disciple)
2. Hebrews 10:24-25
a. It is in these small groups that we will be encouraged, edified, and challenged to follow the Lord.

b. Thus, we find that it is within these groups that we most effectively follow the Lord, thus living lives as disciples
3. Acts 2:42, 44-45
a. teaching

b. fellowship (family) – close friendship/disclosing deep things

c. breaking bread – more relaxed fellowship

d. prayer

e. giving to others

IV. Small Groups at New Life Christian Fellowship
A. Two Small Groups: 

1. Hyatt’s/Rutherford’s – Sunday at 5:30 

2. Marj/Arnold’s – Monday @ 7:00

B. What they will look like

1. teaching

2. fellowship

3. breaking bread

4. prayer

5. worship

6. giving to others – invested in one another’s lives
