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Dear Family and Friends,
One-third of all slaves in the world come from the Dalit people of India (many refer to the Dalit people as “The Untouchables”). The Dalits, who are within the lowest caste within the Hindu caste system, have little civil rights and are treated as less than human. Young women are forced into the sex-slave trade, men are paid next to nothing for manual labor that no human should have to endure, and most are filled with a sense of hopelessness as their future seems more dark than bright.
In the midst of this brokenness, God has ordained such a time as this for His gospel to be made known among the Dalit people. They are hearing the good news that Jesus has come to “preach the gospel to the poor, proclaiming release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set those free who are oppressed, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18-19). The result is millions of Dalits being born again, having hope restored, and fighting for freedom from the caste which has held them in bondage.
Operation Mobilization India, through its church planting network Good Shepherd Community Church, has planted over 3000 churches among the Dalit people within recent years. This tremendous growth has led to a great need among church pastors and leaders to be equipped in Bible, theology, and church life, as most have no formal training and are first generation Christians.
In February of 2010, I joined a team from Operation Mobilization (OM) who traveled to India for a two-week, two city teaching and training seminar.  While there, I was overwhelmed with a people who so purely love God. [image: image1.png]


 
I have been asked to return to India this October to once again serve these precious pastors from the Dalit villages. We will depart for India on Tuesday, Oct. 18th and arrive back on Saturday, Oct. 29th. I will spend four days ministering in the Dalit villages, and then will speak at a training seminar for pastors which OM India is hosting in Bangalore.
You are receiving this letter because I greatly covet your prayers as I minister and preach in the villages. Pray for safe travel, for a grace to speak the Word of the Lord rightly in the midst of their circumstances, and for revelation as I teach on the theology of worship during the seminar. 

I also ask for you to consider giving financially.  My cost for the plane ticket and travel expenses is $1700. I have also been asked to help cover the cost of the seminar, which is $2000 (this is the cost to cover all the transportation, food, and housing for the almost 100 Dalit pastors who are coming to the seminar.) Therefore, I need to raise $3700 by October 10, 2011.  All checks can be made out to New Life Christian Fellowship, with India, written in the memo line.

Thank you for your prayers and for prayerfully considering assisting in raising the needed funds.  I am in great expectation of what God has in store for me while I am with my brothers & sisters in India!

Sincerely,
Joseph

