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PREPARING FOR A VISION
I. Review

A. God is relational, therefore we are relational.

B. Relationship Christianity produces Disciples.

C. Disciples are those that deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Jesus (in other words, disciples are Christians)

D. Jesus called His disciples to be with Him, be with one another, preach the gospel and do His works (Kingdom works – cast out demons, heal sick)
E. Each one of us has an incredibly important place in the body – we are all needed in the body to function according to our calling and giftings

F. We each have gifts (see 1 Cor. 12) and need to learn to develop them

1. 1 Corinthians 12:14-31
G. The safest place to develop these gifts, learn to do the works of Jesus, & to discover our place in the body of Christ is in small groups with other believers

H. However, we do not come into small groups just to do the works there and no where else

I. Rather, we are called by Jesus, as part of being a disciple, to proclaim the gospel with signs and wonders following us

1. Mark 16:15, 17-18, 20
J. And as we go out, we go out together

K. In other words, coming together in small groups will actually prepare us, equip us, and create relationships with others where we can do the works of Jesus together and reach the lost together

II. Meant to be disciple-makers

A. You and I were not brought to the Lord to merely be disciples

B. We were meant to be disciple-makers

C. Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore into all creation, making disciples…”

D. And it is in relationship, in community, where we are discipled and where we make disciples.
E. Even Jesus made disciples in community
III. Fishing with nets
A. Matthew 13:47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cat into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind.”
B. Matthew 4:18-22

C. This is fishing with nets, not fishing with poles.
1. “Jesus would mend the disciples into a relational net that captures people for the kingdom.  Disciples would find seekers together.” – Mark Nysewander, No More Spectators, p 66

2. In fact, when Jesus sends out the 12 he sends them out in pairs.
3. Throughout Acts the early church is evangelizing mainly in pairs or groups (notice Paul always had someone with him)
4. It has always been about evangelism through relationship
5. For nets will always hold more & be stronger than a single fishing pole

6. Also in relationship evangelism (fishing with nets) we now have people with various gifts ministering & evangelizing together
7. So you can use different gifts to minister to those you are reaching out to
D. How does this look practically?

1. Find people in your small group that you are able to connect with for the sake of evangelism

a. Various Gifts

b. People come into salvation, and into a relational community

c. “The early Church was successful in it s evangelism because people were discovering the reality of their salvation both in the message of the gospel and the community of the kingdom.  Salvation is personal but it is not private.” – Nysewander, 69
IV. Pray for a release & impartation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit
A. 1 Corinthians 14:1 “Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.”

B. Also pray for those with other needs in their lives

