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EVERYONE CAN PLAY!
I. Review

A. What have we been discussing the past two weeks? Small Groups
B. If God, being a triune being, is relational, and we have been created in His image, thus we are relational
C. If we were made for relationship, we must therefore engage in relational Christianity

D. What type of Christianity is most of the western church?  EVENT Christianity, which produces SPECTATORS
E. However, we have been called to relational Christianity, which produces DISCIPLES
1. Disciples are participants with Christ in His Kingdom, not merely spectators watching everyone else do the work

F. Disciples give up everything to follow Christ, and they do it in the context of community

1. Both in the “temple” gatherings and from house to house

2. Temple gatherings are: Sunday morning, Wed night

3. House to house: Small Groups

4. Need both, but disciples are truly made in small groups

5. That is why we will begin small groups the week following labor day

6. Sunday @ 5:30 at Hyatt’s and Monday @ 6:30 at Marj’s

G. Disciples are made in the context of relational small groups

1. Remember, Jesus chose 12 to follow Him, and 3 (Peter, James, & John) to be His disciples.

a. Mark 3:13-15

· Be with Him (relationship begins with being: being with Christ and being with fellow believers)

· He could send them out to preach (from the place of being, we are sent out)

· Have authority to cast out the demons (we are sent out with authority – the authority of a disciple)

II. Spectator vs. Relational

A. In spectator Christianity, everyone comes to watch the “anointed ones”

B. The whole event hinges on the anointing of a few

C. In relational Christianity, “everyone can play!” (see John Wimber)
D. The relationships hinges upon everyone anointing, calling, and giftings

E. As a Senior in high school, I was part of a small group where I was discipled after I first became a Christian.

1. Though we were all just 16-18 years old, we were taught that each one of us has the Holy Spirit living in us, that we had not only the fruit of the Holy Spirit, but also the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and therefore we could all “do the works of Jesus”

F. You see, Jesus has invited us to be with Him, so that He can equip each of us to follow Him and do His works
1. “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do because I go to the Father.” - John 14:12

2. We were made to be with the Lord, thus in being with Him and following Him, we will do His works
G. But Jesus had a key: do them together

1. “And He summoned the twelve and began to send them out in pairs, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits…They went out and preached that men should repent.  And they were casting out demons and were anointing with oil many sick people and healing them.” - Mark 6:7, 12-13

III. Having the Safe Place

A. Small groups create the safe environment for us to learn how to do the works
B. The leader of the small group I was in during my Senior year always told us that his house was the house to try things and if we missed it or messed up, no problem.  It was the safe place to “practice” the works of Jesus.
C. In the small groups, we can learn to hear from the Holy Spirit, use the gifts of the Spirit, and do the works of Jesus together.

D. For it is vital for each of us to come to an understanding of our place in the body, which gifts we have, and how to follow the guiding of the Holy Spirit in using the gifts and following the commands of Jesus to lay hands on the sick and cast out demons

E. See all of 1 Corinthians 12.
IV. Your place in the body

A. Your place in the body is extremely important.
B. The body of Christ NEEDS you.
C. And Christ Himself desires for you to be with Him, follow Him, and do His works for the sake of the King and His Kingdom.

